
Concerns letter to Australian Jewish News 

 

 

29 September 2018 

 

Dear AJN 

 

I have just seen your article ‘Lecturer defends Colleague’, which contains a numbers of false 

statements about me. Without prejudice to my legal rights I ask that you publish this letter, to 

set the record straight. 

 

Your article was correct in saying that I supported a colleague who wore a badge from 

Yemen and that I oppose the apartheid state of Israel. The rest of your article has many 

falsehoods. 

 

1. I do not did not support the expression ‘Death to Israel’; I simply refused to censor a 

photograph of several people in which the Yemeni badge appeared on the jacket of one 

person, in the background and virtually illegible. 

 

2. For the record I do not support any of the slogans in that badge, including ‘Death to 

America’ and ‘Victory to Islam’. Nor do I support political censorship. 

 

3. The badge in question was not from a ‘Houthi terrorist group’, but from the Ansarallah 

group, which now forms part of the effective government of Yemen. 

 

4. I am not a ‘self-described Stalinist’ and have never said anything remotely like that. 

 

5. Contrary to ECAJ President Anton Bloch’s false claim, I have not said or written anything 

significant about (for or against) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. I have visited North 

Korea and have reported on some aspects of its educational, social and cultural life. 

 

6. Contrary to the article, I am not a ‘staunch Bashar al Assad supporter’. I am a writer and 

academic who supports the right of the Syrian people to determine their own future, without 

attacks and interference from the USA, NATO, the Saudis and Israel. 

 

7. Contrary to the claims of Dvir Abramovich, I do not express ‘irrational malice’ towards 

Israel. Rather I oppose all apartheid states. I agree with key elements of the report prepared 

for the UN by Richard Falk and Virginia Tilley (‘Israeli Practices towards the Palestinian 

People and the Question of Apartheid’, 2017), that is: 

“The prohibition of apartheid, which, as a crime against humanity, can admit no 

exceptions, flows from the [Race Discrimination] Convention … the situation in 

Israel-Palestine constitutes an unmet obligation of the organized international 

community to resolve a conflict partially generated by its own actions … the policies, 

practices and measures applied by Israel to enforce a system of racial discrimination 

threaten regional peace and security … [and there is] evidence for suspecting that a 

system of apartheid has been imposed on the Palestinian people.” 

That, in essence, is why I argue that the racial state of Israel must be dismantled.  
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8. It is not ‘anti-semitic’ (I presume by this AJN means ‘anti-Jewish’, ignoring all other 

semitic peoples) to oppose a racist state. That is just absurd and shows great ignorance of 

what constitutes racism.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Tim Anderson 

University of Sydney 

t.anderson@sydney.edu.au 
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