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What course and why?

This course examines the implications of the international recognition of 'the right of a 
people to self-determination', an act which defines the start of the post colonial era.

Practically it studies themes of non-compliance and resistance, as imperialism and the 
denial of self-determination persist under other names. Indeed, that is why self-
determination is such a living issue today.

Why is this study necessary?

Both self-determination and imperialism are rarely studied in the former colonial 
cultures, as the states and oligarchies which increasingly constrain academic work in 
those cultures typically ignore the former and deny the latter. 

Western international relations scholarship is typically herded into the neo-colonial 
boxes of 'neo-realism', 'hegemonic stability', 'the right to protect', and so on.

Yet there is a pressing need for students of all cultures to fully examine contemporary 
norms and relations, especially as regards domination and resistance.

1. This course: what and why?



This course may be either (1) an online 'reading' course or (2) an 
on-campus assessed course

 All the course materials (course outline, readings, seminar notes and lecture 
presentations) are online at the Centre for Counter Hegemonic Studies (see below)

 From 2021 onwards some CCHS associated universities may also run this course 
as an assessed option, for credit towards their degree studies.

 That is, (1) anyone can freely 'read' (or 'audit') this course through the online 
materials, and in some cases (2) it will be offered for credit with assessed work, 
through a local university.

Course materials are here: 

https://counter-hegemonic-studies.site/readings-sdpcw/



VIDEO - Self determination across cultures

Venezuela, Palestine, South Africa, East Timor

Some languages have their own words for and emphasis on self-determination, 
for example in Tetun, the lingua franca of East Timor, Ukun Rasik An means self-
determined and self-governing.

Notice the mixed use of related terms: 'independence', 'freedom', 'anti-colonial' 
and 'self-determination'. That deserves study.

Palestine's Leila Khaled and 
South Africa's Nelson Mandela



This course is an improved, refocused version of units I taught 
for many years at the University of Sydney:

 The Political Economy of Human Rights

 Human Rights in Development, and

 Human Rights in International Development

In those courses: 

"contemporary notions of human rights [were] engaged with the 
distinct perspectives of economic liberalism, social democracy and 
socialism. The frame of reference for these debates is the experience of 
developing countries, and their trade, aid and strategic relations with 
the wealthy countries. The rights issues studied include: imperialism 
and self-determination, neoliberalism, crises and rights, land rights, 
food security, the rights to education and health, fair trade and labour 
rights and economic self-determination. Through the lens of human 
rights we study a range of arguments over the means and ends of 
socioeconomic development."

In this course there is a focus on self determination and 
resistance. 



Resistance studies are repressed in western cultures, e.g. 

In my own experience, I was expelled 
from the University of Sydney after 20 
years work there, mainly due to my 
refusal to disown this graphic, which 
documented a massacre in Gaza, and 
how to read sources. University 
managers (who receive large sums each 
year from Israeli linked organisations) 
deemed it 'offensive' to Israel.

When publicising this case they stressed 
the swastika superimposed on the 
Israeli flag (far left) while hiding the 
actual graphic and saying nothing about 
the massacre of Palestinians.

Tim Anderson (2020) 'Australia’s Federal Court Endorses Academic Cancel Culture', 28 November, American 
Herald Tribune, online: https://ahtribune.ca/world/asia-pacific/australia/4470-academic-cancel-culture.html

Tim Anderson (2020) The Israel Lobby at the University of Sydney, American Herald Tribune, 22 December, 
online: https://ahtribune.ca/world/asia-pacific/australia/4503-israel-lobby-sydney-university.html



The Wider Israel lobby

The Israel lobby has spent considerable time and effort trying to vilify as ‘racist’ public figures 
who criticise Israel. The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) has had some 
success in its attempts to extend the definition of anti-Semitism “to criticism of Israel and 
support for Palestinian rights” (England 2017). 

An Israel lobby group in the USA, under the guise of ‘protecting Jewish students’ branded as 
‘biased’ more than 200 academics who supported the boycott against Israel (AMCHA 2014). 
Academics and teachers have been hounded from their positions in the USA, the UK, Australia 
and New Zealand because of their comments on Israel, including those who have raised 
legitimate academic questions about ethno-nationalist settler colonialism” and of “victims 
becoming perpetrators” (Flaherty 2016; Sales 2020).

Jewish writers have not been immune from these attacks. Some have hit back, saying that 
“unfounded allegations of anti-Semitism [are used to] cover up Israeli apartheid” (Handmaker 
2019; Weiss 2019). 



Why is the western propaganda over Israel so strong?

A group of more than 200 British academics in 2017 complained of the lobby’s repeated 
attempts to link criticism of Israel, and support for the Palestinian people, with 'anti-semitism'. 
These moves were “outrageous interferences with free expression” and “direct attacks on 
academic freedom”. The group said “we wish to express our dismay at this attempt to silence 
campus discussion about Israel, including its violation of the rights of Palestinians for more than 
50 years. It is with disbelief that we witness explicit political interference in university affairs … 
under the thin disguise of concern about anti-semitism” (Rosenhead 2017; England 2017).

In the USA President Donald Trump in 2019 signed an executive order to withhold funds from 
universities which did not do enough to stop “anti-Semitic practices”, which includes criticism of 
Israel (Basken 2019). Defence of the Israeli colony in Palestine is taken seriously, precisely 
because Israel works as the extended hand of western imperialism in the Middle East.

Video, Joe Biden: "Were there not an Israel 
the U.S.A. would have to invent an Israel"



The need for studies in self-determination and resistance

Western cultural repression of studies in imperialism, self-determination and resistance 
indicates a need, and not just in western cultures. 

Excessive deference to western intellectual trends creates similar deficiencies in many other 
countries. Even in some countries under attack there is academic benchmarking with American 
and British universities because - on ranking systems developed by the Americans and British -
they seem to be at the top. 

For similar reasons, international discussions about war, terrorism, 'sanctions' (unilateral 
coercive measures) and other interventions tend to revolve around the western pretexts, rather 
than the actual power plays involved. 

There are also many lessons from international resistance, such as those from the struggle 
against apartheid in South Africa, which might inform struggles against apartheid in Palestine.



Example: western intervention in Afghanistan

A. Western conventional 'analysis': explains the western pretexts 
(fighting terrorism, remove Taliban regime, state building, 
protect the rights of Afghan women and girls)

B. Critical western studies: takes apart the above rationales

C. Critical geopolitical studies: sidelines the above rationales and 
highlights actual 'great game' of Washington placing itself to 
disrupt the rise of China and block its extension westwards

D. Resistance studies: examines strategies and tactics to oppose, 
de-legitimise and eject occupation armies from the region

How Amnesty International 
(USA) backed the NATO 
occupation of Afghanistan, 2012

A

C

'Elegant articulation' but nonsense -
"When I first arrived in Oxford … I was impressed by the 
elegant articulation in perfect English of the experts on our 
area. We felt inarticulate and therefore less knowledgeable. 
Then we began to examine the content and it was full of 
ignorance, prejudice and superficiality" - Ilan Pappe, 2020



Method overview:

The method of teaching in this course has its focus on political economic structures, 
exploring competing paradigms (worldviews) with a reference point in the post-colonial 
values of independence and self-determination. There is a special focus on the use of 
evidence in international controversies. 

Learning Objectives (assessed version):
At the successful completion of this subject, students will be able to:
• discuss critically and constructively major themes of self-determination in the post-colonial world 

(seminar participation);
• apply competing theories and relevant evidence to arguments over self-determination in the post-

colonial world (both essays)
• write a critical, well researched and detailed paper in at least one major theme of self-determination 

in the post-colonial world (second essay)
• respond rapidly to impromptu, thematic questions concerning self-determination in the post-colonial 

world (seminar participation and exam)

Separate method module:

A separate six part method module ('Method notes for political economic analysis') will be 
inter-woven into this course, with separate seminar notes and video presentations.

2. Method



Method notes for political economic analysis

12

1. Knowing and learning
Ontology - study of existence; Epistemology - study of knowledge; Methodology -
study of the process of obtaining knowledge

2. Concepts, theory and evidence
Common constructivist approaches, 'arguments' in the social sciences

3. Sources: primary, diverse & independent
vs. secondary and 'reliable' (the Wikipedia model)

4. Systematic vs Anecdotal evidence
The proper use of evidence, including surveys and examples

5. Bias and 'admissions against interest'
Identifying and making use of biased material

6. Wikipedia, social media and 'fact checkers'
How to read Wikipedia and other compromised sources

Separate module



Outline of course content (with analytical questions): 1/3

1. Overview: self-determination in the post-colonial world
This presentation

2. Imperialism, self-determination and human development
Q: How and why did the principle of self-determination emerge?

3. Resistance in the post-colonial world
Q: Why has ‘resistance’ become such an important theme in the former colonies? What are 

its main features?

4. Hegemonic neoliberalism: its character and costs
Q: Explain the main differences between Neo-Marxist theories of imperialism and the neo-

realist Hegemonic Stability Theory (HST)

3. Course content



Outline of course content: 2/3

5. Regional Integration - the Americas (Venezuela)
Q: Explain the key differences between Washington led ‘Pan Americanism’ and the Latin 

American ‘Bolivarian’ view of American integration?

6. Independent small nations (East Timor)
Q: What key factors allowed the little nation of East Timor (Timor Leste) to regain its 

independence in 1999-2002? What lessons might there be for other small colonised nations?

7. Land reform and indigenous land (Melanesia)
Q: How and why does Melanesian indigenous/customary land pose such a challenge to 

liberal views of property rights, development and ‘land reform’?

8. Public health systems  (Cuba)
Q: What do strong public health system do best? Give two detailed examples.



Outline of course content: 3/3

9. The Colonisation of Palestine
Q: What are the elements of an ‘apartheid state’? and why is the Israeli colony in Palestine 

now considered to be an ‘apartheid state’?

10. The 'New Middle East' wars and 'humanitarian intervention'
Q: What led Washington, in the 21st century, to drive so many wars in the Middle East 

(Palestine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Syria, Yemen)?

11. Food security
Q: Explain the limitations of ‘food security’ ideas based on liberal ‘free trade’.

12. Development strategy and human capacity
Q: In development terms, why is has human capacity proven itself more important than 

natural resources?



Summary:

 International recognition of the principle of self-determination marked a turning 
point in contemporary history (the end of the colonial era and the beginning of new 
ideological struggles) and this deserves study;

 Studies of imperialism, self-determination and resistance are rare in western 
cultures, where the increasing corporatisation of universities links them to the 
normative ambitions of western states and oligarchies;

 These studies are grounded by an emphasis on political economic method, including 
a focus on structural forces and ideological contest;

 The course can be 'read' freely or taken as an assessed 'for credit' unit of study at 
an associated university;

 This course examines the living idea of self-determination through persistent themes 
of domination and resistance, across many cultures;


