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BRIAN: I was born on the sixth of July, 1945. I grew up in a 

communist family. 

My grandfather did talk a bit about the Spanish Civil War 

[…] the experience was certainly not glamorous and 

romantic… Walking up over the Pyrenees from France and 

down into Spain, that was quite a thing in itself. […] He 

went to England, after Spain, and he's talking with people 

there. ‘Why you're fighting in Spain?’ And he's saying, 

‘listen, this is coming your way’ and people not believing 

him. […]

My father was the first Western Communist to go to 

Indonesia…to attend the Congress of the Indonesian 
Communist Party, which at that time, 1954…was a huge 

organisation. […] I'm only nine and I'm hearing stories 

about Indonesia and what a great place was. These 

people are equal with us, in fact, there's a communist party 

that's far bigger than ours ever would be. Similarly, he went 

to China for a year, as Eric had been in China for three 

years, and when Eric came back, he stayed with us for a 

few days in our house in Fairfield. So, we're growing up 

hearing…all these stories from other countries in our region 

when most Australian kids would be growing up with 

prejudice... 



BRUNO: I was born just after the war, 31st of January, 

1946. So, Italy had already been liberated…

I arrived at La Guaira in January of 1958 […] Venezuela 

had a great influence on me. I can still remember 
songs and lots of things […] The boys and girls 

there…very vocal, very organised, very aware of the 

world. I remember we studied in geography… just all 

the exploitation of Venezuela and South America by 

America, by the USA. The fact that Rockefeller had an 

enormous finca, so like a farm, the largest in the 

country…because Venezuela is a very fertile country 
and very rich in petrol, iron and almost anything you 

can think of. We learned about exploitation and also in 

the history class we learned about this protection of the 

indigenous people and how they brought slaves from 
Africa […] That stayed with me all the time. I mean, I 
consider myself Italian first because I was born there 

and I did my primary school there…but Venezuela was 
a very, very important part of my formation. 



JEANNIE: I'm a two-year-old but that trip was my first 
connection to Mexico, and out of that trip he…brought 
back some 78s, mainly instrumental Mexican music...I just 
loved them. We could dance to them or in my own way. 
[…] And he went to the United States. While he was on 
that trip, where he was making inquiries about education 
in the US, he met Paul Robeson and he said he felt he 
couldn't wash his hand after that because he shook 
hands. And also…he brought back a whole folder of 78s 
of Paul Robeson, and I mean, that to me that voice was 
just… And he was also told he'd never be allowed in the 
US again. www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/archive/interview/paul-robeson-jr/

When I get told that, ‘you're doing 

all these political songs’, there's a 

quote from Benedetti. I bought this 

book in Mexico City in the 70s […] 

Benedetti says, ‘some of the 

poems…of others are love poems, 

and some are political, but even 

the political in their highest and 

sanest form are love, are poems of 
love’. Maybe this is a way of saying 

that politics in its truest form is also 
a form of loveness.



BRIAN: We grew up knowing…how US 
imperialism had treated Latin America 
as basically…a sphere of in it…its 
backyard and a place that the United 
Fruit Company could grow bananas 
and exploit the people who are 
growing the bananas. […] Well before 
Vietnam became a much of an issue, 
there was the Cuban Revolution… The 
revolution itself, Castro himself, Che 
Guevara, these became kind of 
household words. I still remember as a 
teenager…a very famous American 
sociologist, C. Wright Mills wrote, 
‘Listen, Yankee’, a fabulous book […] 
That was an inspiration…the whole 
Cuban Revolution and how they 
worked, it was an inspiration […] We 
were aware in general of the poverty, 
the military dictatorships, the 
suppression of ordinary people, 
indigenous people and their rights, we 
knew quite a bit about that and Cuba 
just kind of brought it to a head.



BRUNO: I had ideas that were 
very akin from my Venezuelan 

experience. That was highly political 
and participatory. I was in some of 
these student committees at [high 

school] and we organised marches 
and demonstrations…especially in 

favour of Cuba and against the 
invasion of the USA.

BRIAN: In ’59…I'm only turning 
14. But in the junior Eureka 

League, which was kids up to 14 
or 15…Cuba was a big thing and 
‘Pencils for Cuba’ was very big. It 

was something practical for 
people to do. Today it seems such 

a simple thing. Pencils…this was 
again a little act of solidarity and 

that as young teenagers, you 
could do something very 

practical, and we're growing up in 
both those organisations knowing 

about Cuba and that it needed 
help, that it was a poor country, 
that the Americans didn't like it 

being there.





BRIAN: I was at high school. What I can remember about October, November of 1962 is what a scary 

time it was… I think the whole world was scared. In the end, let's leave aside who made what mistakes, 

but I think in the end, Kennedy and Khrushchev were both scared too… Could see where this would have 

gone. And with different leaders, who knows what might have happened. […] There were these 

demonstrations. […] I remember giving out leaflets of some kind. […] This is a moment when everyone's 

worried about what will happen, and I think people would have been more receptive and we would have 

been just about the only organisation trying to say, ‘hey, listen…hands- off Cuba’.





JEANNIE: This is the first time I leave Australia. I'm 

22, I have no Spanish, except Qué bonita 

bandera, and that's it. […] The first night or 

couple of days there we were in a hotel; it was a 

beautiful hotel. I can't... And the first night, there 

was the two of the Uruguayans, Los Olimareños, 
Oscar Chávez de México… We sat in the room 

and because I had no Spanish, we sang to each 

other and sort of, we sang and tried explain what 

songs were about and mine was a beautiful song 

called High Flying Bird by a woman called Judy 

or Judy Henske […] It was wonderful because we 

travelled so much…so we really did get to see 
quite a bit of Cuba. We went to Santiago, we 

sang, did a concert at a teacher training at 

school… 52 singers, I mean for me, that was just 

amazing all these singers […] We went to an 
encuentro where Fidel was speaking […] I was 
also impressed with the way people obviously 

were relating to him when he was talking. 

https://youtu.be/hgqU7vmSkfg?si=eGTlxxBOL17yfALI



JEANNIE: Carlos Puebla sort of adopted me…he’d give me a big palm hat…and Nicómedes 

Santa Cruz, the Peruvian poet, wonderful, they were very funny, the poets… This day they were 

having this discussion, discusión may be more correct than in English, and in décimas, so it was 

this contest in décimas. And of course, I didn't understand anything, but I was getting really 
worried because they seemed to be really aggressive towards each other.



TIM: I do recall even the assassination of Che Guevara in 1967. All of this in the 

context of the Vietnam War, which was very influential on me. […] There was a lot 

of activity on campus itself, protecting the draft resistors… The Cuban Revolution 

was such a landmark event that influenced left thinkers at that time. It popped up 

in in discussions all over the place… The image of Che Guevara also was just 
ubiquitous…that young radicals at university then as now would wear an image, 

the image of Che. […]  I distinctly recall in some of the demonstrations, ‘one side 

right, one side wrong, victory to the Viet Cong!’ […] They weren't just anti-war, 

they were pro Vietnamese self-determination, which was important, because that 

principle of self-determination was also coming from the Cuban Revolution and 
was coming from the indigenous struggle in Australia too.





BRIAN: We obviously paid a lot of attention 

to Allende's government, of which the 

Communist Party there was an important 

component […] The signs were there that 

things were not going well. That is in terms of 
the right-wing mobilisation. One of the big 

warning signs I can remember discussing this 

with Eric, maybe with Laurie too, was the big 

copper miners’ strike, which was a bad sign 

because this was a group of well-paid, 
relatively well-off workers striking against the 

government, without them knowing it, playing 

into the hands of the right-wing. […] It was 

very clear what Kissinger was saying and 
doing. I still remember that infamous line of 

his: ‘If a people are so irresponsible that they 

will vote for communists, well, they've got 
they deserve to get what's coming to them.’ 
A completely outrageous statement. So, the 

writing was on the wall […] It was clear that 

the US would be behind…a company like 
Kennecott had a self-interest in it.









BRIAN: That was a critical point, I think, about what 

happened in Chile. […] How do you actually have 

radical social change? I remember…there were 

various discussions about it, including with…Mavis 

Robertson and so on. […] But once the military coup 

happened, everyone was very focused. There's going 

to be a huge need for a huge solidarity movement 
here, and it's going to need to take place over quite 

a few years. I think there was a pretty rapid 

recognition of that and that we would do what we 
could for Chile solidarity.



BRIAN: …that is very much thanks to Steve Cooper, who 

was well aware of what had happened in Chile. […] He 

was working for the AMWU in the research unit, I think. 

And he became aware of this, I think it was a general, 

one of the generals of the Pinochet regime was here. 

And he became aware that the general was going to fly 

out on this Lan Chile. So, they had members at the 

airport and possibly got in touch with the transport 

workers. […] I think this is part of the tradition and culture 

we've been talking about: the notion that workers could 

stop something… […] they stopped the plane and held 

it up and they made this demand and this general, I 

think he probably should have thought more about it, 

said, ‘oh yeah, well, alright, you can come. And you'll 

see the truth’, as it were. Well, of course they did see the 

truth, but not the one who he wanted. 



JEANNIE: By then I think…I knew what had happened to 

Víctor […] I did have a bilingual book of Neruda's poems, 

and…that was one of the inspirations: ‘I learned life from your 

death. My eyes had begun to mourn when I discovered within 

me not tears, but undying arms. Wait for them, wait for me.’ 
And, well, I can read you what I've got here : ‘The concert was 

a celebration of life through death, inspired particularly by the 

Mexican attitude facing death by making fun of her, 

humanising her as the bold one with whom we congest.’

BRIAN: Mavis Robertson excelled in 

this, organising tours by Quilapayún 

and Inti Illimani and so on. Big tours 

by these Chilean groups. It was a 

very important, good fundraising. […] 

Communist Party members all over 

the country would take part in 

helping to organise them…they were 

all doing it, volunteering, for nothing 

and making those tours a success..



BRUNO: To us, who had experienced migration various times to hear about 

Allende…winning the election, it was fantastic. […] So, a number of people 
came, but we were very aware of what was going on in Chile. The Latin 
American community was not particularly visible at the time. […] With the 
wave of migration from Chile, after the golpe and the death of Allende…we 
used to take Nuovo Paese to Melocco Brothers, for instance, a building 
[company], really early in the morning…and distribute Nuovo Paese to 
workers going in because there were lots of Italians at the time.  […] We saw a 
bit as our duty to talk about those things especially because in Australia…the 
press at the time was not that critical and informative and South America was 
really some backyard somewhere else… It was just too far…

In Nuovo Paese at least we had to make some effort for the Italians who would read these things…we 

could only come out every two weeks, to make at least those people aware... And how oppression was 

not just the oppression at work, but it was also the political oppression […] One thing we can do is at least 

talk about it and get it out so that it is there on record that this is what is happening in those countries and 
that is terrible, is totally unjust and unjustifiable.



BRUNO: Pretty early experiences of Bella Ciao 

were just simply to learn…I knew that there was 

a lot, especially around the resistance, and 
around work, migration…lot of anarchist songs, 

right back from the 1900s […] I took more or less 

the direction of the group, to give a bit of 

continuity over time... None of us were 

professional musicians of any kind, so we were 

all amateur […] Because of our interest in Chile, 

and so Papalote came along, we were very, 

very happy that there was such a thing going 

on. […] We would play all together in La Peña, 

at Sydney Uni until that was possible then. Then, 

the Festival del Sol. We appeared in some of 

the things that the unions organised… When the 

Aboriginal thing came up in ‘88, we organised 
the concert together with other groups





TIM: After I got out of gaol in ‘85, I remember 

visiting La Peña on a number of occasions. I 

met a number of people including Justo and 

others at La Peña and so I became more 

culturally exposed to Latin American music in 

particular at that time. But I was aware that 

the campaign was acting on behalf of three 

of us who were facing charges at that 

time…there was outside activities going on 
and that some Latin Americans and La Peña 

had been involved in hosting... The second 

time I was arrested…also there were 

activities that Justo and Papalote, one of his 

groups, did at the Balmain Town Hall and that 
would have been in 1990 or ‘91. I was going 

through a second phase of court case and 

went back to prison for another six months 
and then we won… Actually, they had a 

fundraising benefit planned for just a little 

soon after I was acquitted and released, 

turned into a celebration rather than a 
fundraiser, and Papalote on stage.



BRIAN: The Nicaragua thing…the thinking 
would be what can we do in a given 

situation, and sometimes it was raising 
money. […] That was actually a thing, 

maybe not the best, but sometimes the best 
way of helping. At that time, that was 

another very important revolution that…had 
overthrown Somoza’s dictatorship. And 

clearly, were under pressure from the 
Americans. […] And then there was a whole 

scandal, the Contragate scandal, of 
course…American imperialism […] there was 

also El Salvador. The Americans were 
applying their standard techniques in the 

countries they regarded as their sphere of 
influence, even their colony…supporting 

either vicious military regimes or right-wing 
paramilitaries. In the case of the Nicaraguan 
Contras, people were doing all sorts of work, 

writing, providing solid information about 
what's happening…and people were doing 

what they could, which sometimes wasn't all 
that much.



TIM: When I left gaol in ’85…the first actual paying job I had was at an aboriginal college, Tranby 

College in Glebe. The head of that college at the time, Kevin Cook, invited me to teach law […] The 

students were very interested to find that they were indigenous communities in Nicaragua, and they 

were wondering in the context of all the discussions about land rights in Australia, what was going on 
under a revolutionary government […] We formed this group, Kooris for Nicaragua, student-led group 

but with a number of staff. […] We stayed in three areas which were indigenous communities [like] the 

Matagalpa plateau…in the north where there had been Contra attacks… By the end of ‘88 the 

Sandinistas had defeated the guerrilla war…the Contras coming from Honduras, but they made us, 

with our consent, obviously, go and stay up all night on guard duty with a weapon to experience 
defending their communities from the Contra War. But the economic blockade was very savage. 

Nicaragua was devastated economically... It was very poor. The food was very basic. Everything was 

literally white rice and beans or…maybe some banana. It was an experience to have to see that 

degree of deprivation... Eventually of course, the Liberals got voted in as a result of that, the disillusion 

and desperation which was the aim, of course, of the blockade, same…against Cuba, in Iran and 

other countries… It worked in a way, the blockade worked against Nicaragua as they won the war 

and lost the economic war.



TIM: It was tense in El Salvador… I was a PhD student at that time also, as well as a 

teacher at Tranby, PhD student at Macquarie University. And as a representative of the 

Postgraduate Student Union, I visited the student union in San Salvador at the University 
of San Salvador, and it was surrounded by a military cordon at that time, a cerco 

militar, and I had to pass through that military cordon to visit the students in there 

because the students were seen as very closely linked to the FMLN, basically. 







BRIAN: This is part of the international 

solidarity perspective. So, BHP's 

becoming…starting to grow itself as a 

multinational, not just an Australian steel 

monopoly, which is where it built itself up, 

and Eric exposed that… At the time, Eric was 

the district secretary in both Wollongong and 

later in Newcastle, coal mining and steel 

making towns. […] It would have been a 

kind of no brainer to talk about, ‘well, hey, 

there's our companies…a big monopoly, 

profit-making enterprises here and now 

they…’ It would be regarded as important to 

expose that they're actually prepared to 

invest in a country like Chile. 



TIM: I was aware of the collapse of the Soviet Union and all those dramatic 

events. I think one of the important elements at that time also was the collapse 

of the Communist Party here, which had an impact on local politics. But 

remember also there was the collapse of apartheid around that time. And 

then, I remember seeing Nelson Mandela visiting Australia just, I think, the day 

before I went to prison for the second time at the end of 1990…must have been 

October, November 1990, basically. And then I distinctly remember all the 

people of the Labor Party who hadn't really been involved in anti-apartheid, but 

they were there to have their pictures taken with Nelson Mandela and the 

people in the anti-apartheid campaign who were being held back by the 
police from getting close to the big shots... So, I remember that sort of cynicism 

of the time, too.



TIM: I went to Cuba in the year 2000.  […] After the 

collapse of Soviet Union, all over the western pundits were 

saying, ‘Cuba is going to collapse automatically in the 

way that the Eastern European states collapsed’. And the 

Cubans were saying, ‘no, we didn't achieve socialism 

through Soviet tanks…’ I'd seen hard economic times 

have a big impact in Nicaragua and I was expecting 

something similar in Cuba… Of course, it was quite 

different. 

I became quite involved with the Cubans. I was very 

interested in their health training programmes, 

particularly in Timor, in the Pacific Islands. […] Between 

2006 and 2009, Cuba became the biggest trainer of 

doctors in the Pacific Islands, and that triggered a sort 

of paranoid response from the Howard government. 

[…] Fidel Castro had offered a thousand scholarships to 

East Timor, and we wrote a letter to Rudd saying, 

‘instead of being jealous of this, join them offer a 

thousand scholarships from Australia’.. […] So, they were 

jealous of China. They weren't really jealous of the 

Cubans in the sense that they couldn't compete with 

them. No one can compete with the doctor training that 
Cuba does. 



TIM: I began to visit Latin America in the late 90s […] I went to 

Venezuela in 2005 onwards. And Ecuador, after 2011 […] Through 

Cuba and through Chavez I got interested in the integration 

processes and the ALBA, and how some of the different countries 

were bringing quite different contributions to that integration 
process… Bolivia had its own contribution: the idea of Vivir bien. And 

in Ecuador, Sumak kawsay…a Quechua concept and the Citizens 

Revolution and the traditions of Correa and the others in a sort of 

radical liberalism, which was different to Bolivarian ideas or the 

Martian ideas in Cuba… Cuba was often my reference point, but it 

was interesting to see these different intellectual traditions for me.




